Press release
Essen, 4 July 2017

Red Dot Gala 2017: The best designers and manufacturers of the year
were recognised
On 3 July 2017, the international design scene convened in Essen’s AaltoTheater for the Red Dot Gala. During the gala, the laureates of the Red Dot
Award: Product Design were duly celebrated and the Red Dot: Best of the
Best winners received their trophies. The Red Dot: Design Team of the Year
2017, the Canyon Design Team, won over the crowd with an extraordinary
appearance. Afterwards, the party went on well into the early hours at the
Designers’ Night in the Red Dot Design Museum in the midst of the awardwinning products.
Award ceremony in Essen’s Aalto-Theater
The best designers and manufacturers of 2017 were given their awards at the
Red Dot Gala on 3 July. After receiving a record number of entries to the
competition comprising more than 5,500 products from participants from 54
countries, the 39-member jury conferred to grant one of the most highly
respected awards in the design industry: the Red Dot. In line with tradition,
the successful conclusion of the Red Dot Award: Product Design took place in
Essen’s Aalto-Theater. Professor Dr Peter Zec, founder and CEO of Red Dot,
hosted the evening and welcomed numerous guests onto the stage, for
example the jury members and recognised experts Aleks Tatic, Lam Leslie Lu
and Cheng Chung Yao.
In front of around 1,200 international guests that included famous designers
and renowned manufacturers and media representatives, the jury members
together with Professor Dr Peter Zec handed over the trophies to the Red Dot:
Best of the Best winners. This year, 103 of the more than 5,500 products
entered in the competition won the top individual award. Winners included
Audi, Kartell, Artemide, Hansgrohe, Bora, Elextrolux, LG, Philips, Puma,
Niessing, Apple and Bose. The musical and cultural entertainment was
provided by 16 year old pianist Alexander Brzoska, who has at an early age
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already won several national and international prizes, as well as the Aalto
Ballet Essen.
The highlight of the ceremony was the awarding of the Red Dot: Design Team
of the Year 2017 title. The title of honour went to the Canyon Design Team in
Koblenz, which has stood out thanks to its consistent and extraordinary design
achievements. This year alone, two bicycles from the manufacturer of road
bikes, mountain bikes and triathlon bikes won the Red Dot: Best of the Best.
As already suggested by the core motto “Pure Cycling”, the puristic design
language features a winning combination of accentuated lines, clear edges
and above all else a high level of systems integration.
After showing an impressive film about the outstanding design of Canyon
bikes, the lights briefly went out in Essen’s Aalto-Theater. Shortly afterwards,
the curtains opened and the Canyon Design Team was greeted with loud
applause in the midst of their award-winning bicycles. Simon Kidd, Director of
Industrial Design at Blackmagic and holder of the 2016 title, passed on the
“Radius” challenge cup and together with Professor Dr Peter Zec thus officially
declared Canyon the Red Dot: Design Team of the Year 2017.
Designers’ Night in the Red Dot Design Museum
After the award ceremony, the after-show party “Designers’ Night” took place
in the Red Dot Design Museum. Cult DJ “Chrissi D!” provided the musical
backdrop for dancing, partying and networking in the former boiler house of
the Zeche Zollverein Coal Mine Industrial Complex. The winners of the Red Dot
and Honourable Mention awards received their certificates there. It was also
here that the special exhibition “Design on Stage” was opened, which presents
all of the award-winning products of 2017 and runs until 6 August. It can be
seen alongside the self-designed special exhibition Red Dot: Design Team of
the Year 2017. Entitled “Design that talks”, the latter allows Canyon to
showcase its successes and runs until 27 August in Essen.
» Photos of the event and the laureates (© Red Dot)
» Award-winning products, photos and texts (Source: Red Dot)
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About the Red Dot Design Award:
In order to appraise the diversity in the field of design in a professional manner, the Red Dot
Design Award breaks down into the three disciplines of Red Dot Award: Product Design, Red
Dot Award: Communication Design and Red Dot Award: Design Concept. The Red Dot Award is
organised by Design Zentrum Nordrhein Westfalen and is one of the world’s largest design
competitions. In 2015, it celebrated its 60th anniversary: In 1955, a jury convened for the first
time to assess the best designs of the day. In the 1990s, Red Dot CEO Professor Dr Peter Zec
developed the name and brand of the award. The logo known all over the world was designed
by Hamburg-based Peter Schmidt in 2000. Ever since, the sought-after award, the “Red Dot”,
has been the revered international seal of outstanding design quality. More information is
available at www.red-dot.de.
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